The Neuroimmunology Branch (NIB) was established in 1975 at the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke by Dale McFarlin. Henry McFarland joined later that year as Deputy Branch Chief. The scientific and clinical focus of the NIB was immunologicallymediated diseases of the nervous system, with a particular focus on multiple sclerosis. From the beginning, the intention of the NIB was to combine basic and clinical research, and the investigators joining the branch in 1975 included both PhD basic scientists and neurologists with an interest in the care of patients and clinical research.
As important as these research efforts were, it is likely that the most important success of the NIB was the training environment that was created. From the very start, the expectation was that there would be a high degree of interaction between the investigators in the NIB. Individual Sections were not launched until several years after the NIB was founded, when a need for a better administrative structure was noted. As the sections were established, it was still expected that investigators in the sections would work collaboratively. The result was that the basic scientists grew in their appreciation of clinical disease and clinical investigators became better grounded in how to conduct research.
This environment accomplished two things that may be the best measure of the NIB's success: (1) the training positioned both basic and clinical scientists for a successful career after leaving NIH; and (2) the overall success and importance of the research was substantially greater because of the interaction between the scientists and the sense of a common goal to understand and treat neuroimmunological disease. These two accomplishments are evidenced by the ongoing accomplishments of the investigators who have contributed to this Special Issue. 
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